
Minutes NYSATA

General Membership Meeting

October 2, 2010

NYS Home Grounds

Call to order: 9:06 a.m.

Roll Call: Doug Duncan, Sam Bonetto, Brian Whalen, Dennis Hawthorne, John McDwyer, Bill
Corsa, Dennis Hart, Jim Wright, Brad Heath, George Hart, Tim Herbstsommer, Jim Davis, Dave
Cichelli, Joe Strucker, Larry Daigler

Absent: John Barney, Bob Foster

Roll Call of Clubs in Good Standing: Boston Valley, Bridgeport, Busti, Camden, Canajoharie,
Conesus Lake, Corning, Dewitt, Elsmere, Falcon, Five Point, Hol-Field, Jefferson, Lansing,
Lima, Long Island Shooting Range, Long Island Trapshooting Federation, Mt. Morris, Mt.
Pleasant, New Paltz, Newark, Newfield, Outlet, Pathfinder, Peconic River, Pompey, R.C.
Sportsmen’s Sheridan Transit, Sportsmen’s Coonhunter’s, Sportsmen’s Clifton Park,
Springwater, Staten Island Sportsmen’s, Suffolk Trap & Skeet, Toad Harbor, Tonawandas,
Walworth, Whortlekill

Minutes of the October 3, 2010 meeting were accepted as read.

Secretary’s Report: Maureen asked that clubs update their contact information for her records.
She also asked that members pick up their certificates of dues paid. She asked that checks sent to
her for shoot payment contain the name of the club.

Treasurer’s Report – Sam Bonetto: Same explained the contents of the treasurer’s report. White
Flyer and Giser have guaranteed the price of targets for 2011. If the target price goes up, our cost
will remain the same. If target prices go down, we will pay the lesser price. This will apply to
Zone Shoots as well, as long as each zone gets a whole truck load of targets. All clubs hosting
zone shoots must throw While Flyer targets.

Zone Reports

Eastern Zone – John McDwyer: All quiet

Central Zone – Jim Wright: All quiet

Western Zone – Tim Herbstsommer: Target count was down at the Western Zone shoot due to
bad weather. The weather stalled the start of the shoot. Their was good attendance at shoots held
in the Western Zone this year.



Lawyer’s Report – Dennis Hawthorne, Jr.: All quiet

A committee has been set up to review the bylaws for updating. The committee consists of
Dennis Hart, Tim Herbstsommer and Doug Duncan.

Doug announced that a trap girl suffered an injury at the Northeast Grand. She was treated on the
grounds and then sent to the hospital. She refused treatment. There is paperwork that needs to be
filled out any time that someone is injured on the grounds. This is very important.

ATA Delegate – Brian Whalen: Stated that he appreciates all of the work done on the Home
Grounds.

He received an e-mail from a shooter who had some suggestions regarding the posting of bank
assignments on the TV each morning. Also suggested putting the number of the last squad up on
the TV so that shooters would have a general idea of what time the next event will be staring. He
also commented on the great job done by the setters and scorers.

Brian attended the Delegates meeting at the Grand American. There has been rule change for
short yardage shooters (18, 19, 20 yd). The rule is that there can be no more than one yard
between each shooter due to the angle.

Brian announced that Bill Anzaldi was elected President of the ATA for 2011.

There has been a change in those persons who will run the AIM Program. The new directors will
be Brian Euscher, Marcia Jennings and Steve White.

Brian met with representatives from Blaser USA, Inc. at the Grand. Blaser committed to
donating a F3 SuperTrap Combo gun to us to be shot off for at the 2011 New York State Shoot.
This shoot off will be held on Friday, July 8. Two numbers will be drawn and any shooters
whose handicap score ends in those numbers will be eligible to shoot off for the gun. This event
will not interfere with the Ronald McDonald event, which is also held on this day. There will
also be a change in the program for this day. The new program will be 50 pair of doubles, 100
handicap, and 100 16’s. This sequence will provide time for those in the office to figure the
scores so that the handicap shoot off can occur after the completion of the 16’s. Howard
Parmelee made a motion, by Keith Welch, to adopt this change. The motion carried.

Committee Reports:

Camping and Vending – Jim Wright: Camping worked out well this season. Jim was able to fit
all vendors in. He asked that people put the word out that we are also open to having new
vendors.

Trap setting – Jim Davis – Jim stated that we threw good targets this year. He thanked the trap
setting committee for this. Jim has developed an extremely efficient system for keeping track of
the number of targets that need to be loaded into the houses and how many targets have been
thrown. This has helped in reducing the time that it takes to load the houses.



Ronald McDonald Charity – Dennis Hart – $2,000 was donated by shooters and the NYS ATA
put in $1,000, for a total donation to the Ronald McDonald Charity in the amount of $3,000.

The $20.00 Lewis will be changed to a $10.00 Lewis and we will do away with the modified
Lewis. This change will be reflected in the program.

The Program Committee for this year will consist of Jim Davis, Sam Bonetto, Jim Wright, Doug
Duncan, Brad Heath and Doug Duncan.

Coordinator’s Report – Doug Duncan: It was a long year and a lot of work. Tom Rogers has
volunteered to build 25 new fun racks. The grounds equipment has been serviced and stored for
the winter. We purchased a brush hog and a roller for the grounds. Electrical problems are being
worked on. The road needs work. The building needs to be painted.

Elections

President/Coordinator: Doug Duncan was nominated by Jim Wright and seconded by Ed Terk to
continue as President/Coordinator. The secretary cast one vote. Doug will continue as
President/Coordinator for 2011.

Eastern Zone: John McDwyer will step down as Eastern Zone VP. John nominated Dennis Hart
for this position, seconded by Bill Corsa. The secretary cast one vote. Dennis announced his slate
– Bill Corsa, Susan Gullotta and Mike Waschitz.

Central Zone: Larry Daigler nominated Jim Wright, seconded by Jim Davis. The secretary cast
one vote. Jim’s slate is John Barney, George Hart, and Bradley Heath.

Western Zone: Larry Daigler nominated Tim Herbstsommer, seconded by George Hart. Tim’s
slate of Directors, Jim Davis, Larry Daigler, and Howie Parmelee. The secretary cast one vote.

Secretary – Ed Terk nominated Maureen Herbstsommer, seconded by Jim Davis. The secretary
cast one vote.

Treasurer – Tim Herbstsommer nominated Sam Bonetto, seconded by Larry Daigler. The
secretary cast one vote.

For 2011 the President/Coordinator is Doug Duncan; the Treasurer is Sam Bonetto; Secretary,
Maureen Herbstsommer, Easter Zone VP, Dennis Hart; Central, Jim Wright; Western Zone VP,
Tim Herbstsommer.

Doug announced that Steve Manley, our Webmaster/Photographer will be stepping down from
this position. He has agreed to stay on until a replacement can be found. This is a paid position.
If you know of anyone who might be interested, please let us know.

Hall of Fame – Joe Strucker: Joe announced that three shooters have been accepted into the Hall
of Fame. They are, Sandy Morgan, Mike Moran, and Tim Herbstsommer. Congratulations to all.



Joe announced that selection is based primarily on NYS wins; however, the shooters entire
career winnings are taken into consideration.

Brian thanked the Hall of Fame for their excellent work.

Doug announced that their will be a by-laws change stating that the General Membership
meeting will be held on the first Saturday of October. This was voted in by the Board of
Directors at their meeting on October 1, 2010. The spring meeting will be held the weekend
before the Empire Grand each year. For 2011 the meeting will be held on May 14.

Doug stated that all Zone shoots will be held on the same weekend. For 2011 the Zone shoots
will be held on August 27 and 28. This will be after the Cardinal Shoot and before the Northeast
Grand.

There was talk about changing the program for the Zone Shoots. It was proposed that targets
thrown be reduced from 600 to 400 targets. It was argued that this would reduce income for the
host club. Therefore it was suggested that if we keep 600 targets, that we change the HOA and
HAA to 400 targets.

We will continue to throw the 600 targets, but will consider this change again.

Doug discussed the Nichols Purse, stating that the records show that $1,000 is owed to Kay Ohye
for this purse. This money will be paid to Kay. However, it was stated that no more claims will
be honored by shooters seeking money from this purse. The Nichols Purse no longer exists.

New Business

Barney Knoeferl stated that the two Veterans trophies were the same. He said that class winners
get bags and that category shooters get a lesser trophy. He suggested that the trophies should be
the same for both. He asked that the Delegate speak up at the ATA meetings at the Grand to have
this change made.

Jim Davis stated that there is an ongoing issue with holes in squadding. He suggested that there
may be a way to solve this by limiting each bank to a specific number of squads. Let the shooters
choose the bank that they want to be one and if all squads assigned to that bank are full, then the
shooter will need to choose a different bank.

Doug suggested that we start the shoots at 9:00 a.m. instead of 8:00 a.m. and that by doing this,
we may fill the early squads. It was also suggested that we do away with the lottery system.

Doug stated that Vince Valois will return next year as the trap mechanic.

Jim Davis suggested that on preliminary days of the state shoot that we use the east end for 16’s
and handicap and use the west end for doubles. The thought was that this might speed the shoot
up. However, it was determined that this would interfere with the AIM program shoot on
Tuesday.



The AIM directors will be traveling to different clubs in an effort to recruit new teams for
participation in the program. If anyone knows of any clubs interested in forming a team, they can
e-mail the name of the club and their phone number via the AIM link on the NYS website.

Barney Knoeferl stating the importance of instructing the scorers that dust does not constitute a
broken target. He also asked that the squads not be interrupted to fill the house. The houses
should hold enough targets for a squad to complete the round.

Ed Terk stated that he feels that the golf cart traffic and golf cart parking on the edge of the fields
is noisy and interferes with the shooters. He asked that this issue be addressed.

David Cichelli suggested that 6B be used as the practice trap instead of 1A. This is something
that we need to think about.

Tim Herbstsommer announced that clubs from the Western zone will hold their meeting to set
shoot dates on Monday, October 18 at 7:00 p.m. at the Conesus Lake Sportsmen’s Club.
Tonawanda will hold their meeting at the same time.

With no further business to conduct a motion was made by Jim Davis and seconded by George
Hart to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Maureen E. Herbstsommer

Secretary, NYS ATA


